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FSA-11  March  19h7 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTlffiNT  OF  AGRICULTURE  " 
/  ^  ^  '^'^'^  ?''arketing  Administration 

^    t  4^  Grain  Branch 

S  33  'P  ^  T'»<-f  Washington  2$,  D.  C. 

PROSECUTIONS  AND  SEIZURES  UNDER  THE  FEDERAL  SEED  ACT 
(July  1,  19U6,  to  December  31,  19U6  (129-132) 


129.    False  advertising  and  false  labeling  of •  onion  seed.    U.  S.  v. 
H.  L.  Jones,  owner,  Standard  Seed  Farms  Co.,  Stockton,  Cal.    Plea  of 
nolo  contendere.    Fine  $^0.  . (F.  S.  hh9 ') 

Standard  Seed  Farms  Co.,  Stockton,  Cal.,  on  or  about  October  20, 
1914.3,  advertised  onion  seed  to.be  the  Yellov..-  Globe  Danvers  variety  and 
on  or  about  October  21,  19U3,  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate 
commerce  from  Stockton,  Cal.,  to  Denver,  Col.,  20  bags  (2,00^  pounds)  of 
onion  seed  accompanied       an  invoice  which  represented  the  seed  to  be  the 
Yellow  Globe  Danvers  variety  of  onion. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of .the  United  States  for 
the  Northern  District  of  California  alleging .that  H.  L.- Jones,  owner  of 
Standard  Seed. Farms  Co.,  Stockton, , Cal . ,  did  falsely  advertise  and 
unlawfully  deliver  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  said  seed 
in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act. 

The  seed  was  represented  to  be  the  Yellow  Globe  Danvers  variety  of 
onion  seed;  whereas,  trial  plantings  conducted  by  this  Administration  on 
samples  representing  the  seed  showed  it  was  not  the  Yellow  Globe  Danvers 
variety.'-  of  onion  seed.    The  crops  produced  in  fields  planted  with  1,000 
pounds  of  this  seed       onion  grovrars  for  the  purpose  of  producing  onion 
sets  were  reported  to' be  of  little  value. 

On  October  7,  19U6,  H.  L.  Jones,  owner  of  Standard  Seed  Farms  Co., 
Stockton,  Cal.,  entered  a  plea  of  .nolo  , contendere  and  the  court  imposed 
a  fine  of  '^^0 . 


130.  .  False  and  incomplete  labeling  of  sweetclover  and  alfalfa  seed. 
U.  S.  V.  Newday  Seeds,  Inc.',  Fargo,  N.  D^  Plea  of  nolo-  contendere .  Fine 
^^300.     (F.  S.  U?8.) 

Newday  Seeds,  Inc.,  Fargo,  N.  D.,  in  Febraarj'', .  March,  and  May  19U5 
delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  commerce  from  Fargo,  N'.  D., 
to  Mahnomen,  Thief  River  Falls,-  and  Little  Ealls,  Minnesota,  three 
separate  shipments  of  seed. 
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Informaticn  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  North  Dakota  alleging  that-  Newday  Seeds,  Inc., 
unlav/fully  delivered  for  transioortation  in  interstate  commerce  said 
shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed  Act.    The  violations 
vrere  as  follows: 

1.  Labels  attached  to  25  bags  of  sweetclover  seed  shipped  to 
Mahnomen,  Finn.,  bore,  in  part,  the  statem.ents  "W,  "3.  Sw. 
Clo.  PURITY  99.50^  -  GERM.' 90:^";  v/hereas,  it  was  found  to 

•     '     '       "    consist  of  70.13  percent  white  sweetclover  and  29  percent 
yellow-  sweetclover  and  to  have  a  germination  of  percent- 
with  h  percent  hard  seeds-  remaining. 

2.  '   Labels  attached  to  3  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  shipped  to  Thief 

River  Falls,  Minn.,  bore.  In  uart,  the  statements  "V.LS  1.25 
-  GERM.  89%  INCLUDING  17%  HARD  SEEDS";  v;hereas,  it  was  found 
to-  contain  2.I4.6  oercent  weed  seeds  and  to  have  a  germ.ination 
of  55  percent  Yv-ith  28  percent  hard  seeds  remaining. 

3.  Labels  attached  to  3  bags  of  alfalfa  seed  shipped  to  Little 
Falls,  Minn.,  bore,  in  part,  the  statements  "PURE  91 .2% 

■    -  IN^RT  ,11%  -  GERM.  86' INCLUDING  17%  liARD  SEEDS";  whereas, 
it  was  found  to  ccns-ist  of-  9U.63  perc-ent  pure  seed,  3-31 
percent  inert  matter,  and  to  have  a  germination  of  22  per- 
cent v.itb.  8  percent  hard  seeds  remaining.     In  addition, 
the  labels  failed  to  shov/  the  presence  of  noxious-weed 
seeds;  whereas,  the  seed  was  found  to  contain  the  noxious- 
weed  seeds,  dodder  and  French  weed,  at  the  rate  of  14.5  and 
9  per  pound,  respectively. 

In  the  two  alfalfa  seed  shipm.ents  the  use  of  the  term. 

"GERM.   %  INCLUDING   %  HARD  SEED"  was  found  to  be 

misleading. 

On  December  20,  19U6,  Newday  Seeds,  Inc.,  entered  a  plea  of  nolo 
contendere  and  the  court  im.posed  a  fine  of  $300. 


131.  False  and  Incom.plete  labeling  of  lespedeza  seed.  U.  S.  v. 
Springfield  Seed  Co.,  Springfield,  Ti^'o.  •  Plea  of  guilty.  Fine  -.75 -and 
costs.     (F.  S.  U59.)      '  ... 

Springfield  Seed  Co.,  Springfield,  -Mo.,  in  February  and  September 
I9I1.5  transported  or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  comjnerce 
from  Springfield,  Mb.,  to  Van  Buren,  Fort  Smith,  and  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
three  :S'epa.r.ate  siaj-pme(jrt.c  of  seed. 
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■  Information  Y^as  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Western  District  of  Missouri  alleginr:  that  the-  Springfield  Seed 
Co.,  unlawfully  transported  or  delivered  for  transportation-  in  inter- 
state commerce  said  shipments  of  seed  in  violation  of  the  Federal  Seed 
Act.    The  violations  were  as  follows:  ■  • 

1.  Labels  attached  to  2^  bas^s  of  lesr^edeza  seed  shioiDed  to 
Van  Buren,  Ark.,  bore,  in  part,  the  statements  "PURITY 
98.00  -  INERT  1.36  -  V.TISD  SEED  .6[|  -  NOXIOUS  Y^EDS  PER  LB. 
DODDER  U5    DOCK  90" ;  whereas,  a  sample  representing  the 
seed  when  tested  in  the  Federal  Seed  Laborator;/  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  was  found  to  contain  91.60  percent  pure  seed, 
6,38  percent  inert  matter,  I.90  percent  weed  seeds>  and  to 
contain  bracted  plantain  seeds  and  cheat  seeds  at  the  rate 
of  90  and       per  pound,  respectively. 

2.  Labels  attached  to  6u  bags  of  lespedeza  seed  shipped  to 
Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  bore,  in  cart,  the  statements  "NOXIOUS 
VjESDS  PER  LB  DODDER  U5    CHEAT  13S^    LB  PLANlVlIN  36"  5  . 
whereas,  a  samiple  representing  the  seed  tested  jn  the 
Federal  Seed  Laboratory  at  Kansas  "City,  Mo.,  v;as  found  to 
contain  dodder  seeds  at  the  rate  of  373  per  pound.,  curly 
dock  seeds  at  the  rate  of  63  per  pound,  and  bracted  plantain 
seeds  at  the  rate  of  63  per  pound. 

3.  Labels  attached  to  21  bags  of  lespedeza  seed  shipped  to 
Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  bore,  in  part,  the  statements  "NOXIOUS 
'i/liEEDS  PER  LB.  DODDER  U5"  :  v/hereas,  a  sample  representing 
the  seed  tested  in  the  Federal  Seed  Laboratory  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  was  found  to  contain  dodder  seeds  at  the  rate 
of  306  per  pound. 

U.    Labels  attached  to  3  hags  of  alfalfa  seed  shipped  to 

Fayetteville,  Ark.,  bore,  in  part,  the  statement  "NOXIOUS 
ViEEDS  PER  LB    NONE":  whereas,  a  sample  representing  the 
seed  when  exam.ined  in  the  Federal  Seed  Laboratory  at  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  was  found  to  contain  Johnson  grass  seeds  at  the 
rate  of  36  per  pound.     Seed  containing  from.  2  to  100 
Johnson  grass  seeds  per  pound  m.ust  be  labeled  v/ith  the  w'ords 
"Excessive  Johnson"  when  shipped  into  the  State  of  Arkansas. 


On  September  12,  I9U6,  the  Springfield  Seed  Co.,  Springfield,  Mo., 
entered  a  plea  of  guilty  and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of  $2^  and  costs 
for  each  of  three  counts  or  a  total  of  $7$. 
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132.    False  labeling  of  corn  seed,  U.  S.  v.  Bernard  M.  V/eldcn, 
operating  as  T.  S.  Weldon  and  Sont:,  Aurora ^  Ind.    Plea  of  guilty. 
Fine  fa^O.     (F.  S.  U62.) 

T.  E.  Weldon  and  Sons,  Aurora,  Ind.,  in  March  and  April  19U5 
transported  or  delivered  for  transportation  in  interstate  corninerce 
from  Aurora,  Ind.,  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  a  total  of  ^00  bushels  of  corn 
seed. 

Information  was  filed  in  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Southern  District  of  Indiana  alleging  that  ",ernard  M.  Weldon, 
of  T.  E.  Weldon  and  Sons,  unlawfully  transDorted  or  delivered  for 
transportation  in  interstate  commerce  said  seed  in  violation  of  the 
Federal  Seed  Act.  .  . 

Labels  attached  to  the  bags  at  the  tim.e  of  shipment  in  interstate 
commerce  bore,  in  part,  the  statement  "Certified  Seed"  and  "Hybrid 
Corn  U.  S.  13";  whereas,  said  seed  was  not  certified  seed  and  was  not 
U.  S.  13  hybrid  corn  seed. 

On  December  20,  19h^,  Bernard  M.  V/eldon  entered  a  plea  of  guilty 
and  the  court  imposed  a  fine  of   ll$Q . 


1 
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INDEX,  BY  DEALER,  TO  CASES  OF  PROSECUTION  AND  SEIZURE 
UNDER  THE  FEDSPJlL  SEED  ACT,  129-132 

f  Dealer  and  Kind  of  Seed.  Reference  No. 

Nev^day  Seeds,  Inc.,  Fargo,  North  Dakota 

&/veetclover  and  alfalfa   130 

Springfield  Seed  Company,  Springfield,  Missouri 

Lespedeaa   131 

Standard  Seed  Farms  Company,  Stockton,  California 

Onion   129 

T.  E.  Weldon  and  Sons,  Aurora,  Indiana 

Corn   132 
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